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COVID-19 vaccination should be o�ered to you regardless 
of whether you already had COVID-19 infection. You should 
not be required to have an antibody test before you are 
vaccinated. However, anyone currently infected with 
COVID-19 should wait to get vaccinated until after their 
illness has resolved and after they have met the criteria to 
discontinue isolation. 

I had COVID-19 and have recovered. Do I still
need vaccinated?1

Is the vaccine safe? 1

The United States currently has the safest vaccine 
supply in its history. The nation’s long-standing 
vaccine safety system ensures that vaccines are as 
safe as possible. Vaccine Safety is a vital part of the 
nation’s response  to the COVID-19 pandemic. As 
vaccines are developed and become available, the 
public’s knowledge of their safety, both initially and 
during extended use, is an important part of a 
successful national vaccination e�ort. CDC’s 
Immunization Safety O�ce works to communicate 
timely and transparent information about the safety 
of vaccines to public health o�cials, healthcare 
providers, and the public. 

Who is paying for the COVID-19 vaccine?1

Vaccine doses purchased with U.S. taxpayer 
dollars will be given to the American people 
at no cost. However, vaccination providers will 
be able to charge an administration fee for giving 
the shot to someone. Vaccine providers can get 
this fee reimbursed by the patient’s public or 
private insurance company or, for uninsured 
patients, by the Health Resources and Services 
Administration’s Provider Relief Fund.

When and where can I obtain a vaccine?2

The Illinois Department of Public Health (IDPH) has 
officially released its COVID-19 Vaccination Plan, which 
is designed to assist local health departments in 
planning for vaccine distribution.

ISDS is pleased to report that dentistry was included 
in the �rst group (Phase 1a), within the Health Care 
Personnel category. Phase 1a recipients will be given 
priority to receive the COVID-19 vaccine. The advocacy 
e�orts of ISDS in a�rming dentistry as essential healthcare 
played an instrumental role in achieving these 
classi�cations. Two doses of COVID-19 vaccine separated 
by approximately 21 or 28 days will be needed for 
immunity. Both doses of the vaccine will be with the 
same vaccine type, produced by the same manufacturer, 
but not the same lot of the vaccine. This will require 
stringent tracking of vaccine administered and 
patient reminders.

Members: Visit www.isds.org/vaccines for 
the most up-to-date information, including
your own county health department vaccine 
administering schedule.

1 https://www.cdc.gov/vaccinesafety  2Visit https://www.dph.illinois.gov/covid19/vaccination-plan 


