
2025 ISDS Dinner Dance  

Upscale Casual- What to Wear 

 

Upscale casual style blends formal and casual elements for a polished yet approachable look, 

perfect for situations requiring a step up from everyday wear. Think well-fitted pieces, quality 

fabrics, and a focus on timeless silhouettes.  

For Men: 

• Tops: Button-down shirts, polo shirts, or lightweight blazers in neutral colors or 
subtle patterns.  

• Bottoms: Tailored trousers, chinos, or well-fitted jeans.  
• Shoes: Leather shoes, loafers, or boat shoes.  
• Accessories: A watch, a subtle tie, or a well-chosen belt.  

 

For Women: 

• Tops: Blouses, silk shirts, or well-tailored tops in neutral or pastel colors.  
• Bottoms: Tailored pants, skirts, or well-fitted jeans.  
• Dresses: Sleek, midi-length dresses or jumpsuits.  
• Shoes: Heeled sandals, pumps, or stylish flats.  
• Accessories: Statement jewelry, a clutch, or a well-chosen scarf.  

 

Tips for Achieving Upscale Casual: 

• Focus on Fit: Well-fitted clothing is crucial for a polished look.  
• Choose Quality Fabrics: Opt for natural fibers like linen, cotton, or silk for a more refined 

feel.  
• Embrace Neutrals: A color palette of neutrals like black, white, gray, navy, and beige 

provides a timeless and versatile foundation.  
• Accessorize Strategically: Add subtle accessories that enhance your look without being 

overwhelming.  
• Consider the Occasion: Adjust your outfit based on the event, whether it's a business 

meeting, a dinner out, or a weekend gathering.  
• Avoid: T-shirts, shorts, flip-flops, or overly casual items.  
• Layering: A blazer or cardigan can instantly elevate a casual outfit.  
• Embrace Pastels and Linen: Linen blend casual shirts offer a perfect combination of 

natural texture and relaxed drape.  
 


