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Constitution of the Rock Island District Dental Society

Article I-Name

The name of this organization shall be the Rock Island District Dental Society, hereinafter referred to as “the Society” or “this Society.”  

Article II-Purposes

The purposes of this Society shall be to promote the dental health of the public and the ability of the Society's members to serve the dental needs of the public capably and adequately; to promote the public welfare of the Rock Island District by the advancement of the dental profession and education, science, mutual fellowship and good feeling by bringing into this organization legal and reputable members of the dental profession in the Rock Island District; to promote the interests of the Illinois State Dental Society and the American Dental Association; and to co-operate with the other health organizations in the Rock Island District in all matters of mutual interest and advantage to the people of the district.

Article III- Organization
Section 1.  Incorporation:  This Society is a non-profit corporation, organized under the laws of the State of Illinois.  If this corporation shall be dissolved at any time, no part of its funds or property shall be distributed to, or among, its members, but, after payment of all indebtedness of the corporation, its surplus funds and properties shall be used for dental education, dental research, or community dental outreach in such a manner as the then governing body of the Society may determine.

Section 2.  Status as Component Society:  This is a chartered component of the Illinois State Dental Society, which is a chartered constituent of the American Dental Association. The provisions of the Illinois State Dental Society Constitution and Bylaws which govern component societies and the members of such societies shall have the same effect as though written into these Bylaws
Section 3.  District:  The Rock Island District Dental Society is designated by the Illinois State Dental Society as a component of the Central Northern District. This Society shall be composed of Rock Island County, Mercer County, and the north half of Henry County.  Any change to the boundaries of the district shall be determined by the governing body of the Illinois State Dental Society.
Section 4.  Membership:  The membership of this Society shall consist of dentists and other persons as qualified and classified in Chapter 1 of the Bylaws.

Article IV-Government and Officers 
Section 1.  Government.  The governing body of this Society shall be the Board of Directors, consisting of the elective officers, five (5) elective Directors at Large, each of whom shall be elected as provided in Chapter 6 of the Bylaws, and the Immediate Past President.

Section 2.  Elective Officers.  The elective officers of this Society shall be, in descending order, President, President-Elect, Treasurer, and Secretary.

Section 3. Executive Secretary. The Executive Secretary shall be a member of the Society in good standing, appointed by the Board of Directors.  
Article V-Meetings

Section 1.  Regular meetings.   Regular meetings of this Society shall be held on the second Tuesday in September, February, and May, or as may be determined by the Board of Directors.

Section 2.  Special meetings. Special meetings of this Society may be called by the President of the Society upon a three-fourths (3/4) affirmative vote of the Board or upon the written request of at least one-third (1/3) of the Society members in good standing. Special meetings shall be held no more than forty-five (45) days from the official call of the meeting, and the business of the meeting shall be limited to the purpose specified in the official call unless the agenda is amended by unanimous consent. The official call for a special meeting shall include the agenda as specified by the person or persons requesting the meeting and the time and place of the special meeting.

Article VI-Amendments

Section 1.  This Constitution may be amended by two-thirds (2/3) affirmative vote of the voting members present at a regularly scheduled meeting, provided the proposed amendment shall have been recommended by the President, the Board of Directors, by a Society committee, or presented to the President, signed by five (5) members, and further provided that each member shall have received a copy of the proposed amendment at least ten days prior.

Section 2.  Any amendment or change made a part of the Constitution and By-Laws of the Illinois State Dental Society which will affect the component societies, shall be recognized and accepted immediately as a part of this constitution without further action by this Society.
Article VII-Official Seal

The Society shall provide itself with a seal of appropriate design which shall be in the custody of the Secretary, who shall impress it upon all official documents and upon all membership cards issued by him.

Bylaws of the Rock Island District Dental Society
Chapter 1-Membership
Section 1.  Classification.  The members of this Society shall be classified as follows:


Active


Life


Retired


Student


Associate

Section 2. Qualifications.  Membership qualification and classification shall be determined by the Illinois State Dental Society, with the exception of the classification of Associate Member. An active or life member of any constituent society of the American Dental Association, other than the Illinois State Dental Society, or an ethical dentist practicing in any country other than the United States who is a member of a recognized dental organization in such country, shall be eligible for associate membership.
Section 3.  Responsibility.  As a member of this Society, each member is bound to abide by the Constitution and the Bylaws of this Society.

Section 4. In Good Standing: A member of this Society whose dues have been 

paid, or who is exempt from payment of dues, shall be in good standing.
A member in good standing whose dues have not been paid by March 31 of each year shall cease to be a member of this society. 

Section 5. Privileges: 

A. Active Member. An active member in good standing shall be eligible for election or appointment to any office, committee, council or similar position in the Society. An active member be entitled to admission to any scientific session of this Society and to such other services as are provided by the Society. 

B. Life Member. A life member in good standing shall receive a certificate of life membership. A life member shall be entitled to all the privileges of an active member
C. Retired Member. A retired member shall be entitled to all privileges of a life member except the right to hold elective office in the Society. 

D. Associate Member. An associate member in good standing shall be entitled to all privileges of an active member except the right to hold elective office in the Society.
E. Student Member. A student member shall be entitled to all privileges of an active member except the right to hold elective office in the Society.
Section 6. Membership Dues and Assessments: Annual dues are due January 1 of each year, and any member whose dues and assessments are unpaid by March 31 of the current year shall not be in good standing and shall be considered delinquent. 

Dues shall include the cost of three (3) meals.

In addition to the annual dues, the Board of Directors may vote an assessment for specific purposes.  For the purposes of billing and collection of dues and assessments by the Illinois State Dental Society, the total amount of dues and assessments shall be reported to the Illinois State Dental Society as dues, at the usual reporting time.  An assessment shall require a two-thirds (2/3) majority vote of the members of the Society present and voting. No assessment or total of assessments in any calendar year shall exceed the annual dues. 

Back dues shall be accepted in order to reinstate membership for not more than three years of delinquency immediately prior to the date of application for payment of such back dues. In this instance, the rate of dues shall be in accordance with the current dues plus payment of a reinstatement fee which shall be one-quarter of the total dues delinquent. 

Fifteen ($15.00) dollars of each full dues payment shall be used to fund the scholarship account.
A. Active Members. Active members, unless under a temporary dues exemption, shall pay full dues of one-hundred and sixty-five dollars ($165), and one hundred percent 100% of assessments. 

B. Life Members. 

a. Active Life Members shall pay one hundred percent (100%) of the dues of active members, and one hundred percent (100%) of assessments.
b. Retired Life Members shall be exempt from payment of dues and assessments. 

C. Retired Members. Retired members shall be exempt from payment of dues and assessments to this Society. 

D. Associate Members. Associate members shall pay one hundred percent (100%) of the dues of active members, and one hundred percent (100%) of assessments.
G. Student Members. Student members shall be exempt from payment of dues and assessments to this Society.

H. New Graduates. On a one-time basis, the dentist, when awarded a D.D.S. or D.M.D., shall be exempt from payment of active member dues for the balance of the year of graduation and for the first full calendar year following the year in which the degree was awarded, 25% current active member dues in the second year, 50% current active member dues in the third year, 75% full active member dues in the fourth year, and 100% full active member dues in the fifth year and every year thereafter.
Section 7.   Copy of by-laws.  All present members and all new members shall receive from the Secretary a copy of the Constitution and By-laws and any amendments that have been or shall be adopted.
Section 8.  Quorum.  Twenty members of this Society shall constitute a quorum at all regular and special meetings
Chapter 2.  Elective Officers.
Section 1. Number and Title: The elective officers of this Society shall be four (4) in number: president, president elect, treasurer and secretary, as provided in Article IV, Section 2 of the Constitution.  Any Active or Active Life member in good standing of this Society may be eligible to hold elective office.
Section 2. Nominations and Elections: The elective officers shall be nominated and elected in accordance with Chapter 5, of the Bylaws. 

Section 3. Duties:

A.  President.  It shall be the duty of the President:

a.
To supervise and direct the business of the Society.

b.
To serve as chairman of the Board of Directors.

c.
To preside at all meetings of the Society and the Board of Directors.

d.
To serve Ex-officio on all committees.
e.
To appoint all standing and special committees, also fill vacancies on committees that may occur, with the advice and subject to the approval of the Board of Directors.

f.
To notify all officers of their election and all committee members of their appointment.

B.  President-Elect.  It shall be the duty of the President-Elect:

a.
To serve as Editor of the Society.

b.
To be in charge of publicity.

c.
To assist the President as requested.

d.
To act in the absence or incapacity of the President.

e.
To perform additional duties as may be assigned him by the Board of Directors.

f.
To succeed to the office of President one year after his election.

g.
To serve as program committee chairman.

h.
To succeed to the office of President in case of vacancy for any cause and serve as President for the remainder of the term.

C.  Treasurer. It shall be the duty of the Treasurer:

a.
To supervise the collecting and banking of all the monies of the Society.

b.
To pay all current operating expenses which shall be by check after such payment has been authorized by the Board of Directors.

c.
To make a written report of receipts and disbursements to the Board of Directors at their meeting immediately prior to the September general membership meeting, as audited by the Auditing Committee.

d.
To receive the official notice of the payment due on the Seal of The Corporation, known as the Rock Island District Dental Society, Inc. and to see that the payment is made.

e.
To handle all of the business correspondence pertaining to the investments of the Society.

f.
To submit an annual budget, based on the past year's receipts and known annual expenditures, for approval by the Board of Directors at their September meeting.

D.  Secretary. It shall be the duty of the Secretary:

a.
To keep the records of the Society and of the Board of Directors.

b.
To submit to the Board of Directors a report of his/her receipts as audited by the Auditing Committee.

c.
To keep all of the past secretaries minutes of all the business meetings and Board of Directors meetings.

E.  Vacancy in Offices.  In the event of vacancy of any office other than that of President, the Board of Directors shall determine the method of filling the vacancy.
Chapter 3.  Board of Directors.
Section 1. Composition.  The Board of Directors shall consist of the president, president elect, treasurer, secretary, immediate past president, and five (5) elected Directors at Large as provided in Article IV, Section 1 of the Constitution.

Section 2.  Meetings.  The Board of Directors shall meet one week prior to any regular meeting of the Society, or as may be determined by the chairman. Due notice shall be given each board member of all meetings of the board by the President not less than one week in advance of the meeting. 

Section 3.  Powers and Duties.

A.  The Board of Directors shall be the governing body of this Society, and shall administer the business of this Society.  Any member of the Society desiring to bring any matter of business before the board may do so at any board meeting.  

B.  Any board decision affecting the welfare and the business of the Society may be brought to the floor by any member of any general Society meeting for debate.  If a majority vote by members present at said meeting is counter to the board's decision, it then becomes the final and binding decision of this Society.

C.  The Board of Directors shall receive all committee reports and shall act thereon. 

D.  The Board of Directors shall act upon all applications for members pursuant to the recommendation of the Membership Committee.

E.  The Board of Directors shall appoint the Executive Secretary.

F.  A quorum shall be fifty-one percent of the membership of the Board of Directors.

Chapter 4.  Executive Secretary. The Executive Secretary shall be a member of the Society in good standing, appointed by the Board of Directors.  Responsibilities shall include but not be limited to:

A. Maintaining a permanent mailing address for routine Society correspondence.

B. Keeping possession of all historical records of the Society.

C.
Carrying out specific responsibilities as assigned by the Board of Directors.

Chapter 5.  Standing Committees and Special Committees.

Section 1.  Numbers and Name:  The standing committees of this Society shall be eight (8) in number as follows:

Audit Committee

Membership Committee
Peer Review Committee


Professional Relations Committee


Program Committee


Nominating Committee


Constitution and Bylaws Committee


Scholarship Committee

Section 2.  Composition.  Standing Committees may vary in number of members according to the assigned duties of each committee.  The President shall appoint committee members as terms expire and to fill vacancies as they occur.

Section 3.  Qualifications.  Any member in good standing of this Society may be eligible for appointment to a committee. 
Section 4.  Duties of Standing Committees

A.
The Audit Committee.  The Audit Committee shall consist of the outgoing Treasurer or Secretary, the current Treasurer or Secretary, and the incoming Treasurer or Secretary.  The duties of the committee shall be to audit the books of the Treasurer and Secretary and report their findings to the Board of Directors during their meeting immediately prior to the September general membership meeting.
B.  
The Membership Committee shall consist of at least three (3), but not more than ten (10) members.  Duties of the committee shall be:

a. To invite and endeavor to secure the membership of all legal and ethical dentists of this district in this Society.

b. To investigate all applications for membership not enrolled by the tripartite membership mechanisms established by the ADA, and make their recommendations for each to the Board of Directors.
c. To maintain the roster of current members of this Society, both by communication with the staff at the headquarters of the Illinois State Dental Society and by communication with the Treasurer of this Society.
C.  
The Peer Review Committee shall consist of five (5) members, and each member shall serve for a term of five (5) years.  One member shall be appointed by the President each year to replace the retiring member.  The member in their fifth (5th) year shall be the chairperson.  Should any committee member not be able to fulfill their term, a new member will be appointed to the committee by the committee chairperson to begin a five year term.  Remaining committee members shall move upward in the order of succession to the chair.  This committee shall act at the direction of the ISDS Peer Review System. 

D.  
The Program Committee shall consist of the President-Elect and at least two (2) other members, and shall assist the President in the presentation of programs throughout his/her term.

E.  
The Professional Relations Committee shall consist of three (3) members and shall serve as a liaison between our profession and all other affiliated groups. They shall study all problems relating to the welfare of the public in this district in which dentistry should be interested.

F.  
The Nominating Committee shall consist of the current president, the president-elect, and the immediate past president.  The immediate past president shall be the chairperson.  The committee shall, at the regular meeting in April the Spring, present a slate of nominees for the elective offices to be filled, vacancies in position for Directors at Large, and delegates and alternate delegates to the Illinois State Dental Society House of Delegates. 
G.  
The Constitution and Bylaws Committee shall consist of any member or members in good standing, up to three (3) in number.  The committee shall be responsible for maintaining the Constitution and Bylaws document by editing as needed whenever it has been amended by the members of the Society, the ISDS, or the ADA.  The committee shall be responsible for making copies of the document available to all members as needed.
F.  
The Scholarship Committee shall consist of any member or members in good standing, up to three (3) in number.  The committee shall be responsible for handling all business associated with the scholarship fund, including the financial accounting.  The committee shall make a report to the Board of Directors at every regular meeting.

Section 5.  Terms.  Committee members shall begin their term at the regular meeting of the Society in September, with the exception of the members of the Program Committee and the Audit Committee, who will begin their terms at the end of the meeting of the election of officers in the spring.  Terms are one year in duration with unlimited renewal, unless specified differently in Chapter 5, section 4 of these Bylaws.
6.  Special Committees may be formed and committee members appointed by the President as required.

Chapter 6.  Election of Officers and Directors

Section 1.  The election of officers shall be held at the annual meeting in the Spring at which time the names of a President-Elect, and five (5) Directors at Large shall be placed in nomination by the Nominating Committee.  In every even-numbered year the name of a Treasurer shall be placed in nomination by the Nominating Committee.  In every odd-numbered year the name of a Secretary shall be placed in nomination by the Nominating Committee.  Additional nominations may be made from the floor.  If more than one name is placed in nomination for the same office, the vote for that office shall be by secret ballot and the President shall appoint three tellers to collect and count the ballots cast and to report the outcome of the balloting.  In all cases where only one name has been nominated for an office, the President shall ask for a motion directing the Secretary to cast a unanimous ballot for the member or members nominated for the office or offices and to declare such member or members duly elected to the office or offices to which they were nominated.  Officers shall take office at the close of the meeting at which they were elected.

Section 2.  The President, President-Elect and the Directors at Large shall serve for a term of one year from the time of their election, and/or until their successors have been duly elected and qualified.  The Secretary and Treasurer shall each serve for a term of two years from the time of their election and/or until their successors have been duly elected and qualified.

Chapter 7.  Rules of Order

"Sturgis Standard Code of Parliamentary Procedure" shall be the authority of this Society, unless otherwise specified.
Chapter 8.  Amendments

Section 1.  These Bylaws may be amended by two-thirds (2/3) affirmative vote of the voting members present at a regularly scheduled meeting, provided the proposed amendment shall have been recommended by the President, the Board of Directors, by a Society committee, or presented to the President, signed by five (5) members, and further provided that each member shall have received a copy of the proposed amendment at least ten days prior.

Section 2.  Any amendment or change made a part of the bylaws of the Illinois State Dental Society which will affect the component societies, shall be recognized and accepted immediately as a part of these bylaws without further action by this Society.
Chapter 9.  Professional Conduct.  The Principles of Ethics of the American Dental Association and the Code of Ethics of the Illinois State Dental Society shall be the Code of Ethics of the Rock Island District Dental Society.
Chapter 10.  Election of the Delegation to the Illinois State Dental Society House of Delegates.  The election of delegates and alternate delegates to the Illinois State Dental Society House of Delegates shall be held at the annual meeting in the Spring at which time the names of two (2) delegates and at least one (1), but no more than two (2), alternate delegate/s shall be placed in nomination by the Nominating Committee.  Further nominations may be taken from the membership at that time.  If more names are placed in nomination than the number of available positions to be filled, the vote for those positions shall be by secret ballot and the President shall appoint three tellers to collect and count the ballots cast and to report the outcome of the balloting.  In all cases where the number of persons nominated equals the number of positions to be filled, the President shall ask for a motion directing the Secretary to cast a unanimous ballot for the member or members nominated and to declare such member or members duly elected.  Members of the delegation shall assume their duties at the close of the meeting at which they were elected.

Chapter 11.  Illinois State Dental Society Trustee.  The election of the Illinois State Dental Society Trustee shall be held at the time determined by the ISDS.  The Nominating Committee shall call for nominations from all active members in good standing who currently serve or have previously served as ISDS delegates or alternate delegates as soon as the ISDS notifies RIDDS that a new Trustee is necessary.  Election of the Trustee shall be by majority vote by the standing Nominating Committee and the current ISDS delegates and alternate delegates.  In the event that there is more than one name in nomination, election shall be by secret ballot, and the president shall serve as teller.  In the event of a tie vote, the president shall cast the deciding vote.
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